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e x e c u t i v e S u m m a r y 

overview 

lambert Park is located at the corner of Marion Street and foster Street in leichhardt. the land is described as lot 658 
of Deposited Plan 729265. 

the park comprises three precincts: a sportsground, a park, and a child care facility. the sportsground is currently 
used by aPIa leichhardt tigers football Club. the park precinct includes a playground.  the child care facility is a 
former house that is a heritage item listed under leichhardt environmental Plan 2000.  

key Statutory framework 

lambert Park is Crown land. the management of the park is therefore administered under the Crown lands act 1989 
and the Crown lands regulation 2006. 

Section 11 of the Crown lands act sets out the principles for the management of Crown land. the land is reserved for 
the public purpose of recreation. 

Section 95 of the Crown lands act enables the appointment of a corporation that includes a Council, to manage the 
affairs of the reserve trust. leichhardt has been appointed to manage the affairs of the reserve trust for lambert Park. 
the reserve trust may, with the Minister’s consent, prepare a draft plan of management for a reserve.  

the lambert Park sportsground is currently under a 10 year lease administered by the reserve trust, and is due to 
expire on 31 august 2019. the sportsground is currently leased to aPIa leichhardt tigers football Club. 

the child care centre is run by Council and is not currently subject to a lease or licence under the Crown lands act. 
this plan of management authorizes the child care facility as an “additional purpose” for “community purposes”. 

 Under State environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007, development is permitted for any purpose on a 
Crown reserve where a plan of management is in place and the work is undertaken by or on behalf of a trustee of the 
reserve. the development types are to accord with those set out in the plan of management. In the case of lambert 
Park, these are summarised under “Proposed future Development and Permissible Uses” below.  

Consultation 

extensive community consultation has been undertaken for the plan of management for lambert Park. Consultation 
raised a range of issues including removal of the wall to Marion Street; redevelopment of the sportsground with 
artificial turf; new location for childrens’ playground; drainage, and more. 

Present Use and future opportunities 

the plan of management includes an analysis of site elements of lambert Park, their condition; present use; and 
priority for improvement. key improvements that are needed to be made include: 

•	 address drainage issues in park in particular around the playground. 

•	 replacement of play facilities. 

•	 remove walls to Marion Street and between the park and sportsground to facilitate views through to the 
sportsground. 

Proposed future Development and Permissible Uses 

this plan of management authorises the following uses of lambert Park: 

Playground and park: 

•	 Informal recreation; childrens play; 
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•	 Child care facility. 

Sportsground: 

•	 Structured play. 

•	 food and drink premises. 

Strategy and action Plan 

objectives, strategies and performance monitoring criteria are set out for lambert Park plan of management. key 
objectives include: 

•	 to maintain lambert “park”and “sportsground”as a key sporting and recreational venue for the local community. 

•	 Make improvements that would provide an attractive entrance into leichhardt lga. 

•	 any development or improvements to lambert Park are to be sympathetic to and complement the heritage 
significance of the House (former) at lambert Park. 

Concept Plan 

a concept plan has been prepared for lambert Park that presents proposed improvement works to the park. this has 
been developed based on a site opportunities and constraints analysis and community consultation. 



 July 2011© leichhardt Council lambert Park Plan of Management 

1.1 Purpose of the Plan of Management 

this Plan of Management has been developed to guide Council and the community in the future development, 
maintenance and management of lambert Park, leichhardt, in accordance with the requirements of the Crown lands 
act 1989. 

leichhardt Council has established broad objectives in relation to public open space management: 

a) to improve the amenity of open space within the leichhardt local government area; 

b) to prepare and establish Plans of Management including landscape Master Plans for each area of open space 
that guides the future development, management and maintenance of its open space facilities; 

c) to actively engage community input in the preparation of Plans of Management for parkland areas and 
provide informed planning advice to Council; 

d) to reduce ongoing maintenance costs through the improved design and management of facilities; 

e) to implement sustainability principles with consideration of Council’s leichhardt 2020+ Strategic Plan; 
and 

f ) to establish a proposed and documented program for staged improvement works which are prioritised and 
agreed to by Council. 

this Plan of Management also supports the vision and directions outlined in Council’s 2020+ Strategic Plan in relation 
to community well-being; accessibility; and a sustainable environment and specifically the objective to “Plan open 
space and other developments to increase open space, enhance the natural environment and native biodiversity”. 

the specific objectives of this plan of management for lambert Park are: 

a) to set out planning and management principles that are to guide future development and operation of lambert 
Park. 

b) to promote improvements to the park that reflects its importance as a gateway into leichhardt. 

c) to investigate opening up the sportsground to permit views and general community access. 

d) to make landscape and other improvements to the park that improve amenity. 

e) to investigate new locations and upgrades to play equipment. 

f ) to promote other uses that improves the recreational amenity of the park. 

g) to promote improvements are sympathetic and complementary to the heritage significance of the House (former) 
at lambert Park  

1.2 overview of lambert Park 

lambert Park comprises an existing sportsground and park that is located in the suburb of leichhardt. refer to 
figure 1 for a location plan and figure 2 for an aerial photograph of lambert Park. 

the land is described as lot 658 of Deposited Plan 729265, and has an area of approximately 1.766 hectares. 

lambert Park is located at the corner of foster road and Marion Street which forms the main gateway to leichhardt 
lga from the west. 

lambert Park is the home of the aPIa leichhardt Soccer football Club, which has a long history with the ground and 
the community. aPIa Club is subject to a reserve trust lease over that portion of the park that is shown on the plan in 
the lease agreement at appendix 4. 

the surrounding land uses comprise: 

1 . I n t r o d u c t i o n 
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•	 A	disused	rail	embankment	to	the	west	and	bicycle	track	and	canal	beyond	(currently	being	investigated	for	 
use as a ‘greenspace’ and bicycle link and as a part of the inner west light rail link); 

•	 Uniting	Care	residential	aged	care	facility,	residential	and	light	industrial	to	the	north;		 

•	 Retail	uses	focussed	around	Leichhardt	Marketplace	to	the	east;	and 

•	 Single	residential	dwellings	and	light	industry	to	the	south. 

key significant existing site improvements include: 

•	 The	Lambert	Park	Sportsground:	incorporating	fenced	oval,	grandstand,	change	rooms,	toilets,	office,	ticket	 
office,	rainwater	tanks	and	grass	embankment	with	seating.	 

•	 lambert Park is reserved for the public purpose of public recreation (gaz.14 Sep. 1923) under the Crown lands 
act 1989. 

•	 Care, control and management is the responsibility of of the lambert Park (D500210) reserve trust appointed 
05 Sept. 1997. 

•	 leichhardt Council manages the affairs of the trust. 
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P r o c e s s t o P r e p a r e 
l a m b e r t Pa r k P l a n o f M a n a g e m e n t 

Decision to Prepare a Plan of Management 

leichhardt Council recognises the need to prepare a Plan of Management for lambert Park in 2008. 

Public notification of Intention to Prepare Draft Plan of Management and request 
for submissions 

notification was advertised in the Inner West Courier in July 2009. Posters were erected around lambert 
Park and letters were sent to known interest groups and local residents. the public had until 11 august 
2009 to submit formal comments. 

Preparation of draft Management Plan 

Consultation with local residents, sports groups, and other interested parties. full consideration given to 
comments received. 

Draft Management Plan considered by Council and approved for public release 

available to public for comments (for a period of at least 2 months). notify in writing all those who have 
made comments. 

Consideration of Submissions 

following receipt of submissions, Council holds a hearing if required. report on hearing written. Council 
analysis of submissions received 

adoption fo the Plan 

Plan revised in accordance with decision on submissions and Council adopts final Plan of Management 
(Minister of Planning approval sought where land owned by the Crown). the Plan is made available to 
the public. 

Monitor and review Plan. full review every 10 years. 
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aerial photo of eastern portion of lambert Park  where “a” represents child care facility; “b” represents park including 

playground; and “C” represents sportsground). 
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the statutory framework to guide the preparation and operation of the plan of management for lambert Park is 
primarily set by the: 

•	 Crown lands act 1989 

•	 Crown lands regulation 2006 

other legislation, regulations and environmental planning instruments of relevance to the plan of management are: 

•	 environmental Planning and assessment act 1979 

•	 environmental Planning and assessment regulation 2000 

•	 State environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007 

•	 leichhardt local environmental Plan 2000 

•	 Companion animals act 1998 

•	 Disability Discrimination act 1992 

2.1 Crown lands act 1989 

the subject site is Crown land and so it is owned by the Crown (State government). It is administered under the  
Crown lands act 1989 (Crown lands act). 

Section 11 of the Crown lands act sets out principles for the management of Crown land. Sections 92-95 outlines 
the formation of the reserve trust to manage the reserve (care, control and management) and the appointment of 
Council to manage the affairs of the trust. the Crown lands act provides for Council as trust manager to approve 
leases, licenses and easements on Crown land. 

Management of land 

the principles of Crown land management apply to the subject site. Section 11 of the Crown lands act sets out 
these principles: 

•	 that environmental protection principles be observed in relation to the management and administration of 
Crown land, 

•	 that the natural resources of Crown land (including water, soil, flora, fauna and scenic quality) be conserved 
wherever possible, 

•	 that public use and enjoyment of appropriate Crown land be encouraged, 

•	 that, where appropriate, multiple use of Crown land be encouraged, 

•	 that, where appropriate, Crown land should be used and managed in such a way that both the land and its 
resources are sustained in perpetuity, and 

•	 that Crown land be occupied, used, sold, leased, licensed or otherwise dealt with in the best interests of the 
State consistent with the above principles. 

Under Section 87 “Powers of Minister to reserve land”, lambert Park is reserved for the public purpose of recreation. 
Uses on the land must be ancillary and supportive of the public purpose, or additional purpose if applicable.   

Section 95 of the Crown lands act enables the appointment of a corporation that includes a Council, to manage 
the affairs of the reserve trust. leichhardt Council has been appointed to manage the affairs of the reserve trust for 
lambert Park. 

Section 98 “application of local government act where a Council manages a reserve trust” of the Crown lands act 

2 . S t a t u t o r y C o n t e x t 
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View west along Marion Street of the sports ground entrance and the rear of the grandstand wall. 

provides that: 

If a council is the manager of a reserve trust and the reserve (or the part of the reserve) is a public reserve, 
the trust has all the functions of a council under the local government act 1993 in relation to public 
reserves. 

requirements for Plan of Management 

Section 112 provides that a reserve trust may, with the Minister’s consent, prepare a draft plan of management 
for a reserve. a draft plan of management prepared by a reserve trust is to include provision for such matters as 
the Minister requires. these requirements are not set out in the Crown lands act, except where the reserve is 
proposed to be used for an “additional purpose”. 

In accordance with Section 113 of the Crown lands act, the Minister may refer the draft plan of management to 
another person for their consideration and shall place the plan on public exhibition for a minimum of 28 days 
or direct the Council to do so for the same minimum timeframe.  In the preparation of this Plan of Management, 
Ministerial comment and advice was sought on the contents of the draft Plan of Management. 

leases 

the lambert Park sportsground (property being described as lot 658 DP 729265, being known as lambert oval) is 
currently under a 10 year lease administered by reserve trust leichhardt Council, due to expire on 31 august 2019, 
with the option to renew the lease for another 5 years until 31 august 2024. this plan of management does not 
change the lessee’s rights and obligations under the lease. the lessee is “a.P.I.a. leichhardt tigers football Club Inc.” 
refer to a copy of the aPIa lease agreement at appendix 4. 

the child care centre is run by Council and is not under a lease or licence arrangement under the Crown lands act. 
this use is not acceptable under the public purpose of public recreation, and therefore this plan of management 
authorises the “additional purpose” of “community purposes”, pursuant to Section 112a of the Crown lands act 1989. 
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2.2 Crown lands regulation 2006 

the Crown lands regulation 2006 sets out procedures relating to notification and public comment on draft plans 
of management (Clause 34) and matters relating to reserve trust reporting and records (Clauses 32 and 33). 

2.3 local government act 1993 

the local government act 1993 (local government act) 1993 is the legal framework for the system of local 
government in nSW. 

Section 2.1 above provides that under Clause 98 of the Crown lands act, if a Council is the reserve trust manager, that 
with some exceptions, the trust has all the functions of a Council under the local government act. 

Integrated Planning 

on 1 october 2009 the nSW government introduced a range of initiatives design to integrate and improve long 
term Strategic Planning within nSW local government.  the reforms require that local government develops a 
series of inter-related plans comprising a: 

•	 10-year community strategic plan establishing strategic objectives (local priorities and future aspirations) 
together with strategies for achieving those objectives;  

•	 resourcing strategy including asset management planning, a workforce management strategy and long term 
financial planning. the resourcing strategy is to plan for the resources required to implement the strategies 
established by the community strategic plan that the council is responsible for; and 

•	 Delivery program for every four years showing how projects and programs are going to be delivered during 
a	 council’s	 term	 in	 office.	 The	 delivery	 program	 is	 to	 detail	 the	 principal	 activities	 to	 be	 undertaken	 by	 
the council to implement the strategies established by the community strategic plan within the resources 
available under the resourcing strategy. 

leichhardt Council is in the process of completing its resourcing strategy and delivery program.  the work carried 
out to date has confirmed the need for infrastructure improvements.  In addition to ensuring that all existing assets 
are maintained Council also has other statutory responsibilities – for example the implementation of its Disability 
and Discrimination act action Plan. 

as such in developing a Plan of Management, Council has a responsibility to ensure that the contents of the plan 
can be funded over a reasonable period of time. 

to facilitate this requirement Council staff will be assessing individual elements of the Plan of Management in 
terms of: 

1. their being a demonstrated need or requirement supported by relevant documentary evidence 

2. the likely cost and the cumulative impact on Council’s capital works program. 

3. the likely delivery date in the context of other items already listed on the Delivery Program. In this regard 
Council list individual items in one of the following three categories: 

– a. short term (1-5 years) 

– b. medium term (5-15 years) 

– c. long term (15 years plus) 
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2.4 environmental Planning and assessment act 1979 

the environmental Planning and assessment act 1979 (eP&a act) provides for a system of environmental 
assessment and planning for development in nSW. the act establishes a hierarchy of planning instruments which 
zone land and regulate specific types of development across the State. 

the eP&a act is the principal environmental planning legislation controlling the development of land in nSW. 
all State environmental Planning Policies (SePPs) and local environmental Plans must be consistent with the 
objects and controls contained within the act. they include: 

•	 the management, development and conservation of natural and artificial resources, 

•	 the promotion and co-ordination of the orderly and economic use of land, 

•	 protection, provision and co-ordination of communication and utility services, 

•	 provision of public purposes, 

•	 provision and co-ordination of community services and facilities, 

•	 ecological sustainable development, and 

•	 the provision and maintenance of affordable housing. 

2.5 State environmental Planning Policy (Infrastructure) 2007 

Division 12 Parks and other public reserves of the Infrastructure SePP 2007 provides that development is permitted 
without consent in parks and other reserves where it is Crown land and the development is for the purpose of 
implementing a plan of management, as set out in Section 65(2) below: 

(d) in the case of land that is a reserve within the meaning of Part 5 of the Crown lands act 1989, by or on behalf of 
the Director-general of the Department of lands, a trustee of the reserve or (if appointed under that act to manage 
the reserve) the Ministerial Corporation constituted under that act or an administrator if the development is for the 
purposes of implementing a plan of management adopted for the land under the act referred to above in relation 
to the land. 

“Development” is defined under the environmental Planning and assessment act 1979. 

In accordance with clause 65(2)  of SePP Infrastructre 2007, development for any purpose can be undertaken on 
a Crown reserve by or on behalf of a trustee of the reserve where a plan of management is in place.  However the 
development is to accord with the uses listed in the table under Section 5.3 of this plan of management and the 
works and activities that are to be carried out are described under Part 6 “Strategies and action Plan” below. 

Section 65(3) of the Infrastructure SePP 2007 provides for specific development types that may be carried out on 
behalf of Council without consent on a public reserve. 

2.6 leichhardt local environmental Plan 2000 

the leichhardt local environmental Plan 2000 (leP) is the primary statutory instrument for controlling land use 
and development in the local government area of leichhardt.  

Zoning 

lambert Park is zoned ‘open Space, recreation and leisure’ (Clause 24) under the leP. 

the objectives of this zone are to: 

(a) to maximise the provision of open space in order to provide a diverse range of settings and 
recreational opportunities to meet the needs of the community, 
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(b) to ensure the equitable distribution of, and access to, open space and recreation facilities, 

(c) to retain, protect and promote public access to foreshore areas and provide links to existing open 
space, 

(d) to ensure development is compatible with any Parks Plans of Management, landscape Plans and 
bicycle Plan adopted by the Council, 

(e) to conserve and enhance the ecological role of open space, including flora and fauna diversity 
(including the genetic, species and ecosystem diversity of flora and fauna), habitat corridors and 
the potential of open space to cleanse air, water and soils, 

(f ) to provide opportunities in open space for public art. 

Development allowed without development consent in the zone includes for the purpose of: 

•	 ancillary sporting structures 

•	 open space embellishment 

•	 playgrounds 

•	 recreation areas 

Development allowed only with development consent in the zone includes for the purpose of: 

•	 clubs 

•	 community facilities 

•	 community gardens 

•	 jetties 

•	 kiosks 

•	 public amenities 

•	 public transport stops 

•	 recreation facilities 

•	 demolition 

•	 subdivision 

all other development outside of these purposes above as defined by the leP is prohibited in the zone. 

the leP defines the types of key development set out above. these are provided at appendix 3. 

the Masterplan for the lambert Park Plan of Management (refer to figure 13 proposes the additional use of “cafe/ 
kiosk” at lambert Park. this is a permissible use with consent from Council. kiosk is defined in the leichhardt leP 2000 
as: 

a structure used for the provision of food and drink for the refreshment of users of the open space in 
which it is situated. that use must be secondary to the principal use of the open space. 

Pursuant to Clause 65(2) of the Infrastructure SePP 2007, a kiosk/cafe is a purpose that may be carried out without 
consent if it is for the purpose of implementing a plan of management adopted for the land under the Crown lands 
act 1989.   

Cafe/refreshment room was strongly supported during the public consultation phase of the plan of management 
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Conservation areas and Heritage Items 

the leichhardt Heritage Conservation Map identifies the entire subject site as “Heritage Item – building”. It is not 
located in a Conservation area. 

the heritage item in the subject site is “House (former)” at 22 foster Street (lambert Park), leichhardt. the current 
use of this building is as a child care centre following restoration and extension of the building by Council. refer to 
Section 4.2 below for a Statement of Significance and description of this item. 

the objectives in the leP relating to heritage conservation (Clause 15) are as follows: 

(a) to protect, conserve and enhance the cultural heritage and the evidence of cultural heritage, 
including places, buildings, works, relics, townscapes, landscapes, trees, potential archaeological 
sites and conservation areas, and provide measures for their conservation, 

(b) to protect, conserve and enhance the character and identity of the suburbs, places and landscapes 
of leichhardt, including the natural, scenic and cultural attributes of the Sydney Harbour foreshore 
and its creeks and waterways, surface rock, remnant bushland, ridgelines and skylines, 

(c) to prevent undesirable incremental change, including demolition, which reduces the heritage 
significance of places, conservation areas or heritage items, 

(d) to allow compatible and viable adaptation and re-use of the fabric of heritage significance, 

(e) to ensure the protection of relics and places of aboriginal cultural significance in liaison with the 
aboriginal community. 

the leP contains related provisions concerning the development of heritage items or in the vicinity of heritage 
items. this requires the consent of Council. 

2.7 Companion animals act 1998 

the nSW Companion animals act 1998 (Companion animals act) has as its object, the “effective and 
responsible care and management of companion animals.” 

the Companion animals act includes responsibilities for dogs in public places and public places where dogs are 
prohibited. 

Clause 13 of the act (‘responsibilities while dog in public place’) sets out; 

a dog that is in a public place must be under the effective control of some competent person by means of 
an adequate chain, cord or leash that is attached to the dog and that is being held by (or secured to) the 
person. 

this section does not apply to a dog accompanied by some competent person in an area declared to be an off-
leash area. 

Clause 14 sets out that there are some places where dogs are prohibited. these include: 

•	 Children’s play areas (within 10 metres of any playing apparatus provided in that public place or part for the 
use of children); 

•	 food preparation/consumption areas; 

•	 recreation areas where dogs are prohibited (for public recreation or the playing of organised games and in 
which the local authority has ordered that dogs are prohibited); 

•	 Child care centres. 
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In accordance with the Companion animals act 1998 there are some areas within lambert Park where dogs are 
prohibited. these are childrens’ playground, child care centre, the oval (‘public recreation area’), and bbQ area. 

lambert Park, by its omission as a site containing an “off-leash area” in the access to open Space Strategy for 
Dogs is entirely an “on-leash” area for dogs.  

2.8 Disability Discrimination act 1992 

the Commonwealth Disability Discrimination act 1992 (Discrimination act) sets out to eliminate discrimination 
against persons with a disability, including in relation to goods, services and facilities and access to premises.  

the Discrimination act sets out provisions relating to “access to Premises” (Section 23). this makes it unlawful 
to discriminate against a person on the basis of their disability by denying access to or use of premises or facilities 
that are public; or by the path of travel to the premises. exceptions to this rule include if the making of the access 
to premises would qualify as ‘justifiable hardship’ on the person who provides the access. 

Section 24 of the Discrimination act sets out provisions relating to goods, services and facilities that make it 
unlawful to discriminate against a person on the basis of their disability by refusing to provide the person with 
the goods or services or in the manner in which those goods, services or facilities are provided to the person. 
exceptions to this rule includes if the provision of the goods or services or makes the facilities available would 
qualify as ‘justifiable hardship’ on the person who provides the goods or services or makes the facilities available. 

2.9 leichhardt Suburb Profile 

the leichhardt Suburb Profile describes the existing and desired future character of the West leichhardt 
Distinctive area that includes the area of lambert Park. While there are no specific objectives or controls relating 
to lambert Park or open space or generally, it provides an indication of how the surrounding area may develop. 

the profile for West leichhardt observes that the leichhardt Market Place Shopping Centre on Marion Street 
is the business centre for the area. It also notes that there is potential for Marion Street to accommodate more 
significant development to take opportunity of the main road status and proximity to the shopping centre.  
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Preliminary Consultation 

two stages of preliminary public consultation were conducted prior to formal exhibition of the draft plan of 
management. these consultation stages comprised: 

1. Invitation for Written Submissions; and 

2. Community Consultation Session prior to development of options. 

an additional community consultation session was held during the formal exhibition period. 

Invitation for Written Submissions 

residents in the vicinity of lambert Park were notified by a letter drop of the intention of Council to prepare a 
plan of management for lambert Park and written submissions were invited. 

eight (8) written submissions were received in relation to lambert Park. of these representations, one was made by 
the Chairperson of aPIa and the remaining submissions were made by the general public. 

the key issues raised in the written submissions related to: 

•	 removal of the wall along Marion Street/visual appearance 

•	 Play equipment locations 

•	 Seating 

•	 fitness equipment 

•	 fencing of the whole playground 

•	 Shade structures 

•	 Parking issues on match days 

•	 Skate park or activity space for teenagers 

•	 lighting improvements 

•	 Drainage 

•	 Use of the park for soccer warm up 

•	 redevelopment of the Soccer ground/ artificial turf 

•	 Maintenance 

•	 bike learning track 

a full summary of the issues raised via written submissions can be found at appendix 1. 

Community Consultation Session 

residents in the vicinity of lambert Park were notified by a letter drop of the community consultation session 
that was held in lambert Park on 22nd august 2009. a number of notices were also erected in the park to notify 
people about the consultation session. the workshop was held in the park because of good accessibility to 
surrounding residents and because it gave residents the opportunity to show presenters their issues ‘first-hand’ in 
the park. 

this community consultation session was attended by 9 members of the public, the Mayor of leichhardt, Clr 
Jamie Parker, and Councillors Porteous and Costantino. 

3 . C o n s u l t a t i o n 
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the key issues raised in the community consultation session related to: 

•	 opposition football teams ‘warm up’ in park. this destroys the grass and displaces other park users. 

•	 Memorial grove planting should be retained. 

•	 Drainage problem under the trees impacts on use of the playground. a rubber surface could be placed under 
a new playground relocated further south away from the trees. 

•	 residents value the existing trees in the park. 

•	 existing footpath from Davies Street to Marion Street is valued and frequently used. lighting is desired to this 
pathway. 

•	 Park should also cater for older children, for example, a basketball hoop. 

•	 lambert Sportsground is proposed as a construction site as part of the West Metro proposal. this was not 
supported by anyone present. (note: this project is no longer proceeding). 

•	 Proposed improvements to be made to the sportsground by aPIa were outlined (artificial grass, replace 
walls with open fencing; optional café, new grandstand). 

•	 	A	new	playground	should	be	sited	away	from	traffic	and	incorporate	a	bike	learning	track.	 

•	 a fence completely around the park was recommended for safety reasons because of the close proximity of 
traffic.	 

a full summary of the issues raised in the community consultation session can be found at appendix 2. 

In addition to the preliminary consultation with the public, a briefing session was held prior to the draft plan of 
management being submitted to Council for consideration prior to its exhibition. 

During the formal exhibition period, a further consultation meeting was held on-site (6 february 2010). this was 
attended by 7 residents and one Councillor. 

the issues from that meeting are summarised below: 

•	 the existing kids bike path is used frequently 

•	 aPIa intends to open the sportsground up for use by schools during the week. they consider that opening 
the ground up for general community use would not work. 

•	 Question if the proposed gate near the residential area will be ticketed. the response was that only the gate 
to Marion Street would be ticketed. 

•	 aPIa plan to place mesh around the fencing during ticketed games so that people cannot look in from 
outside the ground. 

•	 Question	if	there	will	be	a	graffiti	wall.	The	response	was	that	there	will	not	be	one	because	all	existing	walls	 
will be removed. 

•	 Councillor Porteous recommended that the Plan of Management should be run past the police. 

•	 Councillor Porteous suggested that proposed fencing to the park should not necessarily be completely 
transparent because of view to and noise from the intersection. this could be addressed by fencing type or 
more preferable, by planting. 

formal written submissions were also received and are summarised in appendix 1. the submissions and issues 
raised have been considered and, where appropriate, a number of changes have been made to the Plan. 
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Community consultation session held at lambert Park on 22nd august 2009 
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lambert Park was dedicated for the public purpose of public recreation on 14 September 1923. the figure below 
shows an aerial photograph of lambert Park in the year 1943. this illustrates that the current arrangement of 
“sportsground” and “park” uses existed at this time but that the southern section of the “park” appeared to be 
occupied by two croquet greens which do not exist today. 

4.1 Sport and recreation at lambert Park 

Italian-australians in leichhardt and the aPIa Club 

the aPIa (associazone Polisportiva Italo-australiana, or Italian-australian all Sports association) was created in 1954. 
It was considered by the visiting president from Italy at the time, to mark the creation of the first Italian community 
and association in Sydney. 

the aPIa association sponsored a number of sports, including swimming, tennis and basketball, Italian bocce, 
boxing, indoor bowls and cycling. the aPIa soccer team played its first match in 1956. It first had its home 
ground at Canterbury before establishing it lambert Park in leichhardt. the aPIa Club was registered in 1957 
and the first annual meeting of the club was in 1959 and a liquor licence was attained. 

(Source: leichhardt Council, History and Heritage of Italian-australians in the leichhardt local government area 
(2001)) 

4.2 lambert Park Heritage Item – House (former) 

lambert Park contains a heritage item ‘House (former)’ which is listed under the leichhardt local environmental 
Plan 2000.  the Statement of Significance for this item declares: “architectural quality, wrap around verandah early 
house in locality. townscape value.”the Physical Description of the item is: “Single storey painted stone, slate roof, 
corrugated steel verandah roof, timber posts and brackets”. this building is currently used as a child care facility. 

4 . H i s t o r i c a l C o n t e x t 

aerial Photograph of lambert Park in 1943. (Source: nSW Department of lands, Spatial Information exchange: SkM 2007 

from rta photography) 
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House (former), 22 foster Street (lambert Park), leichhardt (Source: nSW government Heritage branch, lambert Park 

Heritage Item listing) 

Child Centre - lambert Park (circa 1944) - Disused tennis courts were utlised for the establishment of a kindergarten in the 
Municpality. the pre-school was opended on 21 november 1942. Children were granted permission to use the sports area for 

recreation after school. 



5 . Pr e s e n t U s e a n d fu t u r e o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

5.1 Condition and Use of the land and existing Structures 

the tables below outline the key site elements of lambert Park, their condition and present use. a brief 
description and summary outline of the condition of the elements is provided in the table below, incorporating a 
summary outline of the priority for improvements (having regard for their suitability and condition, and the draft 
masterplan incorporated in Section 7). 

the priorities for improvements as set out in the table below have been categorised in accordance with the 
following: 

High (H) Short (0 - 5 Years) 

Medium (M) Medium term (5 - 15 Years) 

low (l) long term (15+ Years) 

regular Maintenance ongoing 

not applicable (n/a) -

Priority timeframe 

Playground and Park 

Item Description Condition Priority for 
improvement 

buildings former House (now utilised 

as a Council operated child 

care centre) 

Heritage Item 

restored and maintained 

Council facility 

regular 

maintenance 

footpaths Concrete footpaths good 

note: drainage issues 

need to be addressed in 

the short term. 

l 
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Item Description Condition Priority for 
improvement 

Car parking Car parking associated with 

the child care centre. 

good l 

fences 

galvanised steel fence to 

playground border (north) 

and along foster Street. 

fair. location and consis­

tency of fence type to be 

considered 

M-H. refer  

section 6. 

Child safe fence surrounding 

the child care centre yard 

fair. Consistency of 

fence type to be consid­

ered as part of an overall 

master plan 

M-H. refer 

section 6. 

retaining walls 

green painted treated pine 

retaining wall to edge of 

child care centre and foster 

street edge. 

fair M-H. refer 

section 6. 
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Item Description Condition Priority for 
improvement 

Signage 

Identification, regula­

tory and commemorative 

signage. 

fair M - H. refer 

Section 6. 

Park furniture 

Single post, timber slatted 

seating. no arm rests. 

Poorly sited. 

fair M - H. refer 

Section 6. 
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Item Description Condition Priority for 
improvement 

large wheeled bins, at­

tached to fixing posts. 

fair M - H. refer 

Section 6. 

Children’s playground 

toddler play facilities incor­

porating swing and play 

equipment. Includes bicycle 

training track. Wood chip soft 

fall to climbing equipment. 

equipment is fair, but 

will need replacement 

over time. 

the surface of the 

grassed playing area is 

subject to waterlogging 

and should be addressed 

in terms of stormwater 

management works. 

M - H. refer 

Section 6. 

Stormwater 

works should 

be prioritised 

in the short to 

medium term. 
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Item Description Condition Priority for 
improvement 

Passive open space 

Well maintained open 

space, dissected by pedes­

trian path, and incorporating 

minimal lighting. Mounds 

and retaining walls to foster 

Street limit views into the 

park space from foster 

Street. 

Well maintained. M 

Sportsground 

Item Description Condition Priority for 
improvement 

buildings 

existing open grandstand to 

oval with blank wall front­

ing Marion Street. 

fair - grandstand 

outdated and impedes 

sightlines from Marion 

Street into oval. 

blank wall offers oppor­

tunities	for	graffiti.	 

M 

entry, kiosk and toilets. Poor quality and stan­

dard of facilities. 

l 
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Item Description Condition Priority for 
improvement 

buildings (Cont) 

Main changerooms and 

viewing box. 

fair. l. 

fences/Walls 

Steel fence to south eastern 

corner. 

Poor. l. refer  sec­

tion 6. 

Concrete block wall and 

steel gates to eastern perim­

eter. 

Poor. l. refer sec­

tion 6. 

block wall adjacent to play­

ground and park 

Poor. M. refer sec­

tion 6. 

Concrete block wall at the 

rear of the grandstand to 

Marion Street 

Poor. M. refer sec­

tion 6. 
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Item Description Condition Priority for 
improvement 

Concrete retaining wall be­

tween oval and rail embank­

ment. galvanised steel mesh 

fence and gates to Marion 

Street. 

Poor l. refer sec­

tion 6. 

Signage 

Identification, and advertis­

ing signage. 

Poor M - H. refer 

Section6. 

Playing area 

Soccer playing area. limited 

access to public. ground 

subject to maintenance is­

sues. limited warm up areas 

located on adjacent site to 

the west. 

fair though subject to 

surface problems. Warm 

up area poorly main­

tained. 

ongoing 

5.2 Description of Current leases and licences 

the table below describes the current leases and licences at lambert Park in accordance with the Crown lands 
act. 

area/Item Property lessee/licensee lease/licence term termination Date 

Sportsground Part lot 658, DP 
665160 Part being 
the part known as 
lambert oval. 

aPIa leichhardt 
tigers football Club 
Inc. 

10 years plus 5 year 
option. 

31 august 2019 
with lessee’s option 
to renew until 31 
august 2024. 

refer to the aPIa lease agreement at appendix 4. 
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5.3 Description of Proposed future Development and Permissible Uses 

the tables below describe the purposes for which land at lambert Park may be used; the purpose as relates to future 
development of the land; and the scale and intensity of the development. 

Playground and Park 

area/Item Purposes for which land or 
buildings are permitted to 
be used 

Purpose for which further 
development of land will 
be permitted (lease or 
licence) 

Scale and intensity 
of permitted use or 
development 

open Space Continue use for informal 

recreation,  childrens play. 

Providing new pathway 

links through park 

Providing amenities 

including new childrens 

play equipment, seats, 

bbQ. 

refer to Masterplan 

former house (heritage item). Continue use for child care 

centre. 

no development works 

identified. 

limited by heritage 

listing. 

Sportsground 

area/Item Purposes for which land or 
buildings are permitted to 
be used. 

Purpose for which further 
development of land will 
be permitted (lease or 
licence). 

Scale and intensity 
of permitted use or 
development. 

field Structured recreation at the end of the lease 

(2019 or 2024) future 

consideration should be 

given by Council to the 

needs of the public in ac­

cess to the sportsground 

for active recreational 

opportunities at times 

when it is not in use by 

the sporting club. In this 

respect a licence agree­

ment may be preferable. 

refer to Masterplan 
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area/Item Purposes for which land or 
buildings are permitted to 
be used. 

Purpose for which further 
development of land will 
be permitted (lease or 
licence). 

Scale and intensity 
of permitted use or 
development. 

Cafe/kiosk 

food and drink premises Possible kiosk/cafe to 

operate under licence ar­

rangement from Council 

or lessee (depending on 

location and any varia­

tions to lease).  tenure 

would be subject to a 

lease agreement with 

Council.  Cafe/kiosk would 

need to operate with ap­

propriate liquor license. 

refer to Masterplan 
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5.4 Site accessibility and operation 

Public transport 

Public transport to and from the location is primarily provided by buses. an existing bus stop is located in front of site 
on Marion Street and is served by a number of bus routes as set out in the table below. 

buses route 

l38 (Peak Hour limited Stop PrePay Service) abbotsford to Circular Quay via five Dock 

Shops, Haberfield, leichhardt, annandale and railway Square. 

l39 (limited Stop Service) Haberfield Shops to Wynyard via leichhardt and rozelle. 

436 Chiswick to Circular Quay via rodd Point, Haberfield Shops, leichhardt town Hall, 
annandale, railway Square and town Hall. 

437 five Dock Shops to Circular Quay via rodd Point, Haberfield Shops, leichhardt 
town Hall, annandale, railway Square and town Hall. 

438 abbotsford to Circular Quay via five Dock Shops, Haberfield Shops, leichhardt 
town Hall, annandale and railway Square. 

370 Leichhardt	Market	Place	to	Coogee	via	Annandale	Post	Office,	Glebe,	Sydney	Park	 
road, green Square and University of nSW. 

Parking 

on-street parallel parking is permissible along Marion Street in front of the park on both sides of the road.  there 
are 5 car spaces associated with the child care centre that are accessible from Davies Street.
 

the leichhardt recreational and open Space needs Study notes lambert Park as having inadequate spaces 

available for car parking when sporting events are held.
 

Pedestrian
 

there are existing footpaths along Marion Street and foster Street. there is a footpath through the park connecting 

Davies Street to Marion Street. Current pedestrian access to the sportsground is located at Marion Street. 


bicycle 


leichhardt bicycle Strategy identifies Marion Street along the park as a proposed and strategic bicycle route. While 

foster Street beside the park is identified as an existing and local bicycle route. 


there is an existing bike path along Hawthorn Canal that is identified as a rta regional bicycle route and a scenic 

(recreational) bicycle route. 


bicycle parking facilities are proposed in the landscape Masterplan at the entrance to the sportsground and park. 
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light rail 

nSW State government will be lodging an application for extending the existing light rail to Summer Hill / Dulwich 
Hill in 2010. a light rail station is proposed at Marion Street. 

5.5 trees and Vegetation 

existing trees and Vegetation 

leichhardt Council does not currently have a Significant trees register. Some trees are listed in leichhardt local 
environmental Plan due to heritage significance, although there are no trees at lambert Park that are listed of such 
significance. 

there are a number of mature Cinnamomum camphora (Camphor laurel) existing in the park. 

leichhardt Significant Heritage tree Management Plan 

the tree Management Plan for leichhardt Council’s Heritage and Significant trees 2008 states that lambert oval 
receives a weekly maintenance service by leichhardt Council. the table below describes the recommended 
maintenance regimes for specific trees across all of the open space areas the subject of the plan. 

tree general Maintenance requirement Common pests and diseases 

Camphor laurel remove dead wood and mulch. foliar insects 

(Source: tree Management Plan for leichhardt Council’s Heritage and Significant trees 2008) 
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5.6 Current and Projected recreational and open Space needs 

leichhardt recreational and open Space needs Study 

open Space 

the nSW benchmark for open space provision has historically been 2.83 hectares per 1,000 people. When this is 
applied to the leichhardt lga, no suburb in the lga is in excess of this standard. the average provision of open 
space in leichhardt lga is 1.60 ha /1,000 people (refer to figure 12 below) or 1.65ha/1,000 people based on 2001 
population figures that were used in the leichhardt recreational and open Space needs Study. When this outcome 
(based on the 2001 population figure) was compared against other Sydney lgas the result was low. the highest 
provision in leichhardt was lilyfield (2.56 hectares / 1,000 people) while the lowest is annandale (0.73 hectares / 
1,000 people). 

2008/9 

open space acquisition (ha) 0 

total open space (ha) 85.57 

total open space (m2) 855700 

Population 53,217 

open space per person (m2) 16.08 

Source: State of the environment (Soe) report 2008-09 

lambert Park is located in the suburb of leichhardt. open space provision in this suburb based on a 2001 population 
figure averaged at 1.35 hectares / 1,000 people. 

the recreational and open Space needs Study mentions that there are a large number of pocket parks in the lga 
that are highly valued by residents. However it was noted that they are limited in their flexibility and should be 
promoted for ‘multi-use’. 

recreational facilities 

the recreational and open Space needs Study states that provision of outdoor recreational areas/facilities for young 
people (aged 14 to 24 years) is lacking across the lga and is limited to five informal basketball courts and 1 skate 
facility. 

field surveys conducted of playground facilities revealed that while there was an equitable distribution of 
playgrounds across the lga that they were limited to catering for 2-7 years. It was concluded that older primary 
school children (7-12 years) and teenagers are not well provided for. the study called for a large-scale “all abilities” 
playground in the lga. 

an analysis of sporting recreation facilities across the lga in relation to distribution, noted that: 

there is poor provision of both formal and informal sporting facilities in the southwest, with the only available 
sports ground (lambert Park) being a “gated” facility and not available for informal community use. 

It is predicted that there will be continuing strong growth in junior soccer players which will drive demand for 
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additional soccer fields. 

It was concluded that across the lga: 

there is expressed demand for indoor sporting facilities, additional soccer fields, a synthetic hockey field/s, 
afl ovals and netball courts 

this was an issue raised during public consultation of the plan of management. It is recommended that Council 
continue to explore ways that the open space values of the park can be promoted and public access to the sportsground 
achieved.   



6 . S t r a t e g y a n d a c t i o n P l a n 

the following strategies and actions aim to address key ongoing management issues relating to lambert Park and 
also to outline a long term vision (as incorporated in the Concept Plan - refer to Section 7) for uniting both elements 
of the lambert Park parklands: the sports ground and the playground and passive parklands. that vision seeks to 
address accessibility, useability and amenity issues identified through the consultation phases with the key objective 
of opening the park visually and physically to the broader neighbourhood. 

6.1 Specific objectives 

the table below sets out the objectives and performance targets for lambert Park; strategies to achieve the objectives 
and performance targets; ranks their priority; and provides performance monitoring criteria. 

objectives and Perfor­
mance targets 

Strategies to achieve objectives and 
performance targets 

Priority Performance Monitoring 

Context 

to maintain lambert “park” 
and “sportsground” as a 
key sporting and recre­
ational venue for the local 
community. 

•	 to facilitate the informal use of the 
parklands adjacent to the sportsfield 
through improved landscape, seating 
and play facilities. 

•	 Improve facilities and the capacity of 
the playing surface to enable greater 
access. 

Medium to 
long term 

long term 

long term 

learn from surveys and 
general observation 
about increased levels 
of patronage of the park 
and sportsground. 

Make improvements that 
would provide an attrac­
tive entrance into leich­
hardt lga from Marion 
Street; and enable views 
into the ‘green’ sports-
ground. 

•	 remove the existing walls to improve 
the visual setting. 

ownership 

to promote broad commu­
nity access to facilities and 
open space. 

•	 all leases and licences to meet the 
requirements of the Crown lands act 
1989 

•	 aPIa to make improvements and 
carry out management practices in 
accordance with their lease. 

•	 Develop the cafe/kiosk subject  to 
the aPIa lease in area as indicated 
on the concept plan. the objective 
of the cafe/kiosk should be to 
improve recreational amenity, whilst 
providing an income to the reserve 
trust so improvements to the park 
can be carried out. the Crown lease 
should be amended to reflect this. 

ongoing 
subject to the 
current lease. 

greater range of people 
using the park of all ac­
cess abilities. 
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objectives and Perfor­
mance targets 

Strategies to achieve objectives and 
performance targets 

Priority Performance Monitoring 

Use 

Promote lambert Park as a 
key outdoor sporting and 
recreational precinct in the 
suburb of leichhardt. 

•	 enable broader community use of 
the sports playing fields. 

Medium to 
long term 

Increased patronage of 
park and sportsground. 

greater range of people 
using the park of all ac­
cess abilities. 

© leichhardt Council lambert Park Plan of Management July 2011 



objectives and Perfor­
mance targets 

Strategies to achieve objectives and 
performance targets 

Priority Performance Monitoring 

Sporting facilities and amenities 

Upgrade sporting facilities 
and associated amenities 
to be of a high standard 
to enable Premier league 
Soccer matches. 

•	 replace current grass surface of 
sports field with artificial turf that 
would allow regular use, including by 
the community. 

•	 Demolish existing grandstand* and 
replace with new covered, tiered 
seating that would also permit views 
into the sportsground from Marion 
Street. 

•	 establish new ticket box and 
entrance gates*. 

•	 Improve facilities and amenities* 
(including lighting, toilets, change 
facilities) suitable for organised 
sports, elite level  sports training, 
unstructured sports play and other 
sporting activities. 

•	 add a bike learning track* for 
young children adjacent to the play 
equipment. 

•	 Demolish toilet block* at the 
entrance to lambert sportsground 
and develop a cafe/kiosk in its place 
fronting Marion Street that has 
frontage to the park. 

•	 Develop new amenities building* 
with toilets and storage. 

•	 Upgrade soccer warm-up area within 
rail lands with possible synthetic 
surface. 

•	 remove existing play equipment 
and replace with new equipment* 
in a consolidated location, in front of 
child care centre. 

* “Development” without consent 
pursuant to Clause 65(2) SePP 
Infrastructure 2007. 

Medium/ 
long term 

Completion of redevelop­
ment works 
(note: nothing in this 
Plan of Management 
changes the parties’ 
rights and obligations 
under the lease.) 

© leichhardt Council lambert Park Plan of Management July 2011 



objectives and Perfor­
mance targets 

Strategies to achieve objectives and 
performance targets 

Priority Performance Monitoring 

access and Circulation 

Provide pedestrian paths 
that reflect key desire lines. 

open up the sportsground 
for the public and provide 
suitable key access points 
subject to the current 
lease. 

enhance accessibility for 
the full spectrum of the 
community in terms of the 
design of facilities/land­
scape improvements. 

•	 remove the path running north-east 
to south-west in the lower section of 
the park to promote whole area as 
suitable for activities. 

•	 Provide new hardstand footpath 
around the oval so surface can 
withstand regular pedestrian use. 

•	 remove fencing to park including 
fencing that marks level changes, 
and replace with new fencing 
around perimeter of park (enabling 
enclosure on sports days). 

•	 Install new gates at main entry to 
sportsground that are able to be 
folded back to allow ease of access 
by the general public. 

•	 Provide new fence immediately 
surrounding the playing field. 
Signpost park noting prohibition of 
soccer teams practicing on park . 

Medium/ 
long term 

Completion of redevel­
opment works that are 
provided to disability 
standards. 

Traffic	and	Parking 

Consider the parking 
associated with events 
at the sportsground and 
the impacts this has on 
pedestrian access and 
maintenance of verge 
areas. 

Consider the noise and 
visual impacts of Marion 
Street and foster road 
in relation to the use of 
park and sportsground 
and recommended 
improvements/ 
development. 

•	 ensure enforcement by parking 
officers	when	a	ticketed	APIA	 
event is held at the sportsground, 
to prevent parking on the street 
footpath that impedes pedestrian 
flow. new street trees more densely 
planted to prevent this from 
occurring. 

•	 Provide a suitable landscaped 
buffer in the park to partially screen 
the road intersection visually and 
acoustically. 

•	 Clearly signpost those areas where 
parking is prohibited, including 
across footpath in front of 
sportsground. 

ongoing Increase in frequency of 
visits by parking enforce­
ment	officers	recorded. 
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objectives and Perfor­
mance targets 

Strategies to achieve objectives and 
performance targets 

Priority Performance Monitoring 

Cultural and Heritage Significance 

any development or 
improvements to lambert 
Park are to be sympa­
thetic to and complement 
the heritage significance 
of the House (former) at 
lambert Park. 
recognise and represent 
the cultural and historical 
figures/icons associated 
with the park. 

•	 Maintain existing memorial native 
garden and plaque in the park 
and improve its edge treatment or 
relocate elsewhere in park. 

•	 Provide artwork at the entrance 
to the sportsground that 
commemorates past players of 
aPIa club that have represented the 
Socceroos. 

long term Completion of redevelop­
ment works. 

landscape Character and Visual amenity 

Improve the visual 
presentation of the park at 
the street frontages. 

Promote views through to 
the sportsground. 

Provide a consistent 
landscape palette across 
the park and sportsground 
that would unify it as one 
park. 

recognise the value the 
community places on 
retention and promotion 
of green space and trees. 

•	 establish consistent street tree 
planting along length of lambert 
Park on Marion Street, of a species 
that grow to a height that is 
compatible with the overhead 
powerlines. 

•	 remove wall in between 
sportsground and replace with new 
“open” style fencing that permits 
views through. 

•	 retain all mature trees. 

•	 retain memorial plantings within the 
park. 

Medium term Completion of street tree 
planting and redevelop­
ment works. 

Safety 

Maintain clear sightlines 
to permit surveillance 
from surrounding roads to 
people and property. 

Promote lighting to key 
pedestrian desire lines. 

•	 Provide lighting along path from 
Davies Street through to Marion 
Street. 

•	 remove retaining walls at corner 
of Marion Street and foster Street. 
retain low ‘moguls’ to support 
plantings. 

Short term Completion of redevelop­
ment works. 
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objectives and Perfor­
mance targets 

Strategies to achieve objectives and 
performance targets 

Priority Performance Monitoring 

Management and Maintenance 

Promote design 
improvements and 
management practices 
that would reduce 
maintenance costs and 
promote	cost	efficiencies. 

Manage ticketed aPIa 
events so that are the 
impacts of crowds and 
soccer teams on use of 
park and surrounding 
residents is minimised. 

•	 Prevent access into new south­
eastern entry to the sportsground 
when ticketed aPIa events are 
being held, so as to reduce potential 
impacts on surrounding residents. 

•	 Prevent access from frontage of 
kiosk to park when ticketed aPIa 
events are held. 

•	 aPIa to enforce the park not being 
used by soccer teams for warm-
up activities. the proposed visual 
connection from sportsground to 
park facilitated by new fencing 
will assist with this. aPIa is to 
keep the door connecting between 
sportsground and park locked 
before and during games. 

ongoing feedback to Council is 
positive. 

Sustainability and biodiversity 

Promote the use of native 
indigenous plant species 
that would contribute to 
biodiversity. 

Promote plant species that 
are drought tolerant. 

Promote water harvesting 
and water recycling. 

to maintain existing 
mature trees in the park. 

•	 retain mature native trees species, 
particularly native ones. 

•	 Continue to collect rainwater from 
adjacent factory roof and maintain 
water tanks. relocate those water 
tanks near south-east corner of 
sportsground. 

ongoing Completion of 
redevelopment works. 
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8 . a p p e n d i c e s 
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a p p e n d i x 1
 

PrelIMInarY StakeHolDer ConSUltatIon – InVItatIon for WrItten SUbMISSIonS 

1 Park User •	 “Ugly” wall separating park from oval should be removed and replaced with 
one	without	graffiti 

•	 Do not install more street furniture 

•	 “keep it simple” 

2 Park User •	 Install adult equipment (cardio type outdoor equipment - arc trainer/elliptical 
cross trainer type and others) encouraging adult activity and site close to 
children’s playground for surveillance of children. 

3 Park User •	 there are at least 9 toddlers/children living in Davies Street who frequently 
use the park. the park is also used by children who use the child care centre 
and families passing from kegworth Public School. 

•	 Would like to see the park cater for all kids to older children much like 
leichhardt oval does. 

•	 the play equipment in lambert Park doe not cater for toddlers. the layout of 
the playground is small and there is a lot of waster space. 

•	 recommend a fence to enclose the whole playground. 

•	 Seating is required around and facing the playground to allow parents to 
watch their children comfortably. 

•	 If the trees were to be removed then shade covers would be required over 
the playground. 

•	 a soccer match will see cars parked illegally on Marion Street which often 
block the footpath and impede pedestrian access, forcing them on to the 
road. Parking enforcement is required. 

4 Park User •	 the visual appearance of the enclosure for the soccer club is appalling. a 
mural should be placed on the wall or removal of part of the wall with new 
street tree planting – the current trees are stunted. 

•	 a skate park or activity space should be installed to the park to create new 
activities for teenagers, such as a practice concrete court or practice soccer 
goal. 

•	 the playground on Myrtle Street provides excellent facilities for younger 
children. 

Submission 
number 

Category Issues raised 
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5 Park User •	 recommend: 

– tap water. 

– repaint the benches 

– Portable toilets 

– recycling bins 

– the grass needs to be kept in good condition 

6 Park User •	 the park is presently “unsafe, dark and unpleasant for kids to play in” because 
of poor fencing, lack of light and adequate play equipment. 

•	 the lack of open space in the lga means Council should really maintain 
what they have very well. 

•	 the entire boundary of the park should be fenced for safety of children rather 
than half of the park under current arrangement. 

•	 the mature Camphor laurels on site prevent light and make the park dark 
and unpleasant. 

•	 lighting needs to be provided – currently it is the “perfect rape spot”. 

•	 the play equipment needs to be replaced. the new equipment at flood Street 
and bay run are “excellent”. Install shade cloth if trees will be removed and 
appropriate surface to play equipment for kids to land on. 

•	 the drainage problems on site need to be fixed and properly landscaped. 

•	 the park is presently used for warm-up for soccer games, which precludes 
other users of the park and prevents community use. 

7 Park User •	 the entire boundary of park should be fenced to enable use of lower end of 
park. then the fence dissecting park can be removed. 

•	 need new play equipment similar to that of the new park on the bay run, 
which caters to a wide age group of children. 

•	 Suggest sand pits such as the raised ones provided at Sydney Park. 

•	 the ground surface of the play equipment should be made of rubber tyres. 
the current surface may injure a child. 

•	 Incorporate a bike learning track, such as the one at Sydney Park. 

•	 the planting along the wall between the park and sportsground never 
flourishes. new planting is required of a height that screens the wall and is 
native. 

•	 after heavy rain water does not drain away from the higher area of the 
park. 

•	 the tigers should not be able to use the park for warming up as it is a 
community park, particularly when they have a designated pitch. they assist 
in destroying the grass surface. Signs should be erected stating that football 
teams can not warm up in the park. If more play equipment is installed then 
the football teams will not have space to warm up, solving the problem. 

Submission 
number 

Category Issues raised 
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8 Club •	 aPIa seeks Council’s support for application for grant funding under the 
federal government’s Community Infrastructure program (CIP). grants are 
for $2 million maximum. Council can only endorse one application from 
their lga for the grant. 

•	 aPIa is the only club representing inner west region of Sydney for professional 
men’s, and from Under 13’s to Under 20’s boys in nSW Premier league. 

•	 Club also runs 55 local club sides from Under 6 and up for men, women 
and boys. 

•	 Club is only nSW one to operate teams from Under 6’s to highest level of 
football. 

•	 ground has been used by Club since 1954. 

•	 Club’s association with the ground recognised internationally when image of 
park in club colours was used as one of 14 images around the world on an 
official	FIFA	World	Cup	poster	for	the	2006	World	Cup.	 

•	 Club has invested $1 million in upgrades and improvements over 12 years. 

•	 Club would like to upgrade facility and open for community use at other 
times for multi-use. 

•	 recommend artificial playing surface, which can be used up to 6 hours a day 
and will last up to 8 years or more if well maintained. 

•	 If surface upgrades, ground could accommodate schools during the day, 
aPIa in evenings and weekends, and touch football and the like in the 
summer. 

•	 there would be a need for a café, employment of a Park manager (for hire of 
facility and maintenance), 

•	 Cots of maintaining surface is 75% less than regular grass surface and normal 
grass can only be used 25% of the time compared to artificial grass. 

•	 rain will not require closure of the grounds with artificial grass. 

•	 aPIa would be responsible to maintain and replace the artificial surface 
every 7-8 years.  

•	 Suggestion of a mural of Socceroo players that have played at the club at 
new entranceway. 

•	 Current toilets and change rooms do not accommodate women. 

•	 the grandstand is in major disrepair. 

•	 external wall to Marion Street is an “eyesore’. 

•	 Venue needs new café, toilet blocks, seating, fencing, dressing and referee 
rooms, warm up and playing area with artificial grass, and “commemorative 
mural painted entrance”. 

Submission 
number 

Category Issues raised 
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StakeHolDer ConSUltatIon – 


InVItatIon for WrItten SUbMISSIonS DUrIng eXHIbItIon
 

1 Park User •	 See the benefits of the draft plan as providing public access to the playing 
field, improving views across the park, and improved lighting. 

•	 Changing the play surface to an artificial surface would mean there may be 
games played past 10pm. Play past 10pm would not be supported. 

•	 Concerned that if the community is told they can use the playing field 
regularly and this is not realised (due to scheduled games, etc), that the 
community will be come disillusioned.  

•	 the existing light spill into Davies Street spills on to the submitter’s house. 
any upgrade to lighting should consider minimising light spill to adjacent 
properties and/or consideration of disturbance caused by leaving lighting on 
late at night. 

•	 believes that the removal of the existing grandstand and wall to Marion Street 
will increase noise from Marion Street to Davies Street residents. 

•	 the existing sportsground has unattractive advertisements surrounding it 
which should be removed. 

•	 Understand the need for an artificial surface for the sportsground but wonder 
if this will be supported by studies into the toxicity of the material and any 
resultant health reactions in children. 

Submission 
number 

Category Issues raised 

© leichhardt Council lambert Park Plan of Management July 2011 



 July 2011© leichhardt Council lambert Park Plan of Management 

CoMMUnItY ConSUltatIon SeSSIon 

key Issues raised 

•	 the biggest issue is the state of the grass in the park – the opposition football teams ‘churn up’ the surface 
during warm-ups and use both levels. Support soccer on the field but footballers shouldn’t use community 
space. If leave door in wall open then team will come through. acknowledge existing drainage problem to 
upper level but footballers exacerbate this problem. 

•	 grove of bottle brushes in front of park with plaque dedicated as a memorial to former Council Parks and 
gardens person. His widow attended the workshop and wondering what will happen to it and advocated 
that it should remain. 

•	 Surrounding residents like the existing trees in the park as they reduce the visual impact of the intersection 
and assist with reducing noise. but acknowledge they contribute to drainage problems. a sand surface could 
be a better solution under trees. the rubber surface under play equipment does not have drainage issue and 
this could be extended. open grass area on upper level after rain becomes of pool of water. this area is still 
damp after it not raining for weeks. the existing trees in the park are valued and should be retained as there 
are very few trees around leichhardt in open spaces and would like to see more. 

•	 Value the pedestrian thoroughfare through the park from Davies Street as it is preferable walking there with 
the trees than to walk down a nearby busy street. 

•	 Playground on flood Street is fully utilised by children and is very busy. 

•	 the greatest issues with the lambert Park playground are the exposed dirt, leaf matter from trees on play 
equipment, and drainage issue, followed by the play equipment itself being outdated/inadequate. 

•	 there are children who live surrounding lambert Park that need to go to flood Street playground. Davies 
Street behind the park has children living there aged 8-11 years old. 

•	 Would like the park to cater for older children, such as incorporating a hoop so they can throw a 
basketball. 

•	 leichhardt needs a skate park (aaron then spoke about the ‘teen Zone’ program soon to be implemented/ 
delivered by leichhardt Council). 

•	 The	idea	of	a	graffiti	wall	was	suggested	and	supported	by	two	attendees. 

•	 Council’s Parks and open Spaces Planner ran through his recent discussions with aPIa and outlined the 
opportunities this might present for the wider park. there is the opportunity to visually make it all one park 
by removing walls to the football field. 

•	 light rail is proposed to run along the disused freight line. there is also the West Metro proposal which 
the State government is proposing lambert Park as a construction site for a West Metro station (because 
it is Crown land and open space). It would become a construction site for at least two years while rock is 
extracted along the proposed underground line and deposited at the site before it is transported along the 
freight line. the park section will not be affected by the State government operations. It does mean aPIa 
will need to be relocated, possibly to olympic Park. 

•	 a member from the aPIa board was present and he ran through the improvements being proposed at the 
aPIa ground. these include: 

– Installation of artificial grass so it can be used more often, including by schools (for a fee) and touch 
football teams in the summer. 

a p p e n d i x 2 
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– opportunity for a café in the ground that also faces on to and serves the park so will have greater 
patronage. this will employ 2 or 3 people. 

– Will replace all fencing and wall between park and ground will be replaced by an ‘open’ fence. this 
may be temporarily covered by mesh during games to discourage people from watching outside the 
ground and not pay the fee. 

– the grandstand will be replaced. Incorporate possible artwork (mural) at entranceway with faces of 
Socceroos team members formerly with aPIa. 

– He believed that if the wall was replaced with open style fencing then it would be easier to ‘police’ 
footballers going into the park to warm-up. the idea was put forward that there needed to be clear 
rules in writing. 

•	 	The	siting	of	a	new	playground	should	be	away	from	traffic	in	the	open	area	of	the	upper	level	and	a	sandpit	 
installed under the trees. If sited in this area, it would also prevent footballers from warming up there. 

•	 the colourbond fencing to the sportsground at the end of Davies Street needs to be cleaned up as it is 
unattractive. aaron said that all fencing relating to the grounds would be replaced. 

•	 It was acknowledged the trees inside the ground next to the park have grown very quickly. 

•	 leichhardt doesn’t have a bike learning track there – suggestion that it be incorporated at lambert Park. 

•	 a fence should be installed completely around the park for safety reasons and the middle fence between the 
levels removed. (Scott suggestion – could terrace down in this location). 

•	 the child care centre is hired out for parties etc on the weekends – it could support patronage of the café. 

•	 a bbQ was suggested - for example, for children’s birthday parties, and a bubbler and bike racks. 

•	 toilets could be developed in the aPIa ground that front the park for dual use. acknowledgement that 
public toilets can generate anti-social behaviour, eg drugs. 

•	 the clothing bins are not in an appropriate area because people dump clothes and other rubbish outside it; 
it	is	difficult	for	cars	to	stop	there;	and	it	looks	unattractive.	 

•	 existing lighting of lambert oval spills over to Davies Street residences. It was suggested trees could be 
planted there to stop the light spill. It was outlined that new lighting to oval will not have the same spill 
effects. 

•	 lighting would be desirable in the park to the path from Davies Street to Marion Street and up to the bus 
stop. 

•	 acknowledgment that some people who use the park were not notified about the workshop because they 
live further away. aaron said 300 surrounding residences were notified with flyers. 

CoMMUnItY ConSUltatIon SeSSIon - exhibition Stage 

Held at lambert Park on 6 february 2010 

attended by approximately 6 people 

key Issues raised 

•	 the existing kids bike path is used frequently 

•	 aPIa intends to open the sportsground up for use by schools during the week. they consider that opening 
the ground up for general community use would not work. 
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•	 Question if the proposed gate near the residential area will be ticketed. the response was that only the gate 
to Marion Street would be ticketed. 

•	 aPIa plan to place mesh around the fencing during ticketed games so that people cannot look in from 
outside the ground. 

•	 Question	if	there	will	be	a	graffiti	wall.	The	response	was	that	there	will	not	be	one	because	all	existing	walls	 
will be removed. 

•	 Councillor Porteous recommended that the Plan of Management should be run past the police. 

•	 Councillor Porteous suggested that proposed fencing to the park should not necessarily be completely 
transparent because of view to and noise from the intersection. this could be addressed by fencing type or 
more preferable, by planting. 
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a p p e n d i x 3 

S i t e S u r v e y 
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